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THE NEW INN AT WEST END

T his photograph of the “New Inn” pub at West Ende @f the Strong & Co
Brewery of Romsey establishments, comes from acpasin the Society’s col-
lection and is dated 1919. The card was publislyeBdnd Bros a local South-
ampton firm who produced excellent quality imagdéste the large open area
in front of the pub which formed part of the origirvillage green, where vil-
lage events such as small travelling fairs werel.h€he pub building was re-
placed in the late 1920’s by a mock Tudor style pdiiich was later renamed
the “The Lamp & Mantle” before being demolished2@04 to make way for
the apartment complex we know as “Rosemount Cdoday.
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By Barry Topp

Member Barry writes.......

On Saturday when | was doing my bit at the musewsaslscrolling through the Westend Parish Magazaras came across

two articles referring to my Great Great Uncle Cles. He was the Parish Clerk for the West End foy&ars until 1899.

| have therefore written a piece about him usingdhticles in the church magazines. ..... | have atsached a photo of Uncle
Charles, he is the white bearded man holding a kaélld which is my father the other child is hister and the couple

standing are his parents, my grandparents. | diemdw who the lady is kneeling.

Charles Spencer was born in 1829 on a farm at Netlbgre the Netley Hospital was eventually built.

He was my father’s great uncle and as my father Magears old when he died in 1925 at the age pf 96
my father remembered stories that he had told him.

One story was that as a young boy his job wasandsbn the quay and look out for the fishing fleet
coming up the Solent. He then would run to the famthat they could get the wagons out so thatishe
could be rushed to Billingsgate, the horses bel@anged at staging points on the way.

Then as a young man of 21 Charles worked at thed@ck Survey Office in Southampton then at the
bottom of the Avenue. It was there that he develageest troubles and he was advised by his doctgett

an open air job. He bought a smallholding in Moeggr on land that runs from the recreation grourvando
to the bend in Moorgreen Road. This was in 1850.

Here he established an apple orchard and also fahe dirst commercial asparagus beds, hither twad
only been grown in gentlemen’s gardens. It was g&tlhe kept the holding very clean and tidy anang
time all the weeds he could find would go in onesizaat pocket.

Some when in 1868 he became the Parish Clerkelhitik been recorded of his duties as Clerk butag M
1899 he decided to resign his position due to acimgrage, he would then be in his"Agar.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

The report in the Westend Parish Magazine for M&§9lstates that “For 31 years Mr Spencer has darrie
out the duties of his office with unfailing regutgrand in a manner which has gained him the rdsped
regards of the whole Parish. His numerous friends wish Mr Spencer many years of health and
happiness in which to enjoy his freedom from thepomsibilities of a post which he has so well dille

In the Westend Parish Magazine for July 1899 it regmrted that “On June @& present which took the
form of a silver teapot with a suitable inscriptia@as given to Mr Spencer on his resigning the pdbst
Parish Clerk, by some members of the congregatiddt dames’ Church, chiefly friends of many years
standing. The Vicar gave expression to the appieni@f the Parish of Mr Spencer’s 31 years serase
Clerk and to their regret at his retirement, and Maselfoot, adding some kindly words of referetacthe
past and good wishes for the future, made the ptasen on behalf of the subscribers.

A general present of a cheque amounting to £8 4kaldalso been given to Mr Spencer “as a mark of
recognition from friends and well wishers” A listsubscribers was enclosed with the cheque.”

In 1892 my Grandmother who was his niece and caom YWatford decided to become Charles Spencer’s
housekeeper. Mr Spencer had never married. | had todd that he had as a young man been engaged and
that his fiancée had been killed in an early teaash, but this would need further researching.

In 1913 my Grandmother married my Grandfather ild@hes’ Church and in 1914 it was decided that
they purchase Myrtle Cottage in Moorgreen Roadhadittle cottage that they lived in was quite dmal
Charles Spencer came and lived with my grandparentyrtle Cottage which would be later known as
Moorgreen Poultry Farm. He died on*3December 1925 and is buried in the old cemeteiy@st End.
The silver teapot is still in the possession ofeaher of the family.

Subscriptions for the year January to December 2&%E7now due - if you haven't already paid, see
Delphine at the meeting - we have kept the ratesdme for several years at £12 per person per.year
Good value for money and 10 excellent speakers/@ar covering a variety of subjects plus a Christma
Social and an August Social Get Together at theeuums Ed

This image from our archive
came to us from Mr & Mrs
Wheeler who were one time
landlord & landlady of the
“Crown and Thistle” public
house in the Swaythling Road.
Taken in the 1950’s the photo
shows a bikers meet outside the
“Crown & Thistle” pub. The
building has over the years had
quite a number of alterations
made to it as well as being
renamed “The Master Builder”
and it still thrives today as one
of West End’s few remaining
pubs.

g —— “CROWN & THISTLE” PUB IN WEST END




WESTENDER - PAGE 4 - VOL 10 NO 9

By Alec Samuels

This article was written at the end of 2016 andouatuinately missed the Christmas issue of Westender...

The Firs in Beacon Road, West End was built in 188QJohn St. Barbe Baker, a horticulturalist aag |
minister. Additions were made in 1893, includinge&olving summer house. The symmetrical house has
two front bays with traditional sash windows, atairseed glass in the front door. Though late Vi@arithe
house has a touch of Regency elegance about lit,aypteasing white and grey appearance. The hoase w
built by Haines Brothers, local builders.

The interior has retained much of the original wetch as wood panelling, and some of the ironwork
derives from the original gas fittings in St Jam@kurch. The garden of now 0.29 acres, at one aiftnee
nursery, is smaller than before, though well laitl o

John St. Barbe Baker was a well-known and well eetgal person, visited by William Booth of the
Salvation Army and Melville Churchill, a cousin $ir Winston.

The house was inherited from his father by RicHairdBarbe Baker 1889-1982. Richard was the famous
tree man, founder of the Men of the Trees Socmyy the International Tree Foundation. After wotkin
as a lumberjack in Canada, he studied forestryaalf€idge and became a conservationist, travelhieg t
world, urging the need for re-afforestation. He t@rgome twenty-five books; he received the OBE in
1978. In 1959 he sold The Firs.

The house is on the market for £690,000 (NovembB&6R The Zoopla valuation is £731,000, within the
range £716,000-£745,000.

“The Firs”, Beacon Road, West End from a postcard ¢ irca 1900
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By Veronica Selby
THE SOUTHAMPTON OBSERVER AND WINCHESTER NEWS.

Saturday 17th August 1878.

‘REMOVAL OF ANOTHER LANDMARK”

The removal of the handsome mansion so well knowrséomany years as “Miss Ogle's” is another
significant proof of how different the Southamptohtoday is from the pleasant little country towh o
which “Miss Ogle's” was once one of the most adsdtic mansions. To the best of our belief, the fold
house now in course of removal is the last of thhes&lences that stood “in” the town. Some — aagcthe
College and the Mansions in the Polygon — are Igfit] but they, of course, were quite in the doyn
when “Miss Ogle's” house had fields behind it.

The change of habits which prevents mansions sfdlass from securing tenants now-a-days, affdcts a
county towns as well as Southampton. The genlkes foho used to be content to live in provinciahis
now either flock to London or else — if they residethe country at all — take care to keep cleathef
towns andheir rates. But it is not only the municipal burdens thatymet our having such neighbours.
Railways and police and better roads have alteaditdrand destroyed the necessity for people b&ing
gregarious. The general unsecurf$yc) of life and property were among the reasons thased the
gentle-folk to live in small towns of these dayslso and likewise, butchers and grocers hardly weyat so
far afield as they do now, Doctors too were maeeasible in the town and society was easily obtde

Doubtless the street which will be driven over #pace that the old mansion occupied, will be more
profitable to the community that a single familyuttb ever have been but the aspect of our town will
certainly not gain by the change. For ourselves,regret that the old house and its old trees coatd
have lasted as they were a generation longer.galsen — as all gardens in towns — was a charneiref r
from the dull uniformity of bricks and mortar. Famnately, in Southampton, we have the parks growing
every year more attractive as the trees and slgudvg older and that is some compensation for tiaeose
houses that now exists on every hand.

A Review by Roy Andrews

Over fifty of our members gathered together for @h@ual Christmas Soiree to partake of a small
libation, courtesy of the society, and enjoy theead of the usual delicious food provided by the
members. Not too much was left over which indicdaked each had their fill, we hope.

The various quizzes provided with thanks to Petall&e, Paula Downer and Enid Plowman,
were not of the usual kind and enabled those ofvitis little grey matter to spend the evening
tearing our hair out, what little there is, as thatvthe questions meant. By the end of the evening,
the best team, they told me to say that, had waohnleft just the raffle draw for the multitude of
prizes, again kindly gifted by our members.

Over £100 was raised, thanks to the generosithade present to help top up the Society coffers.
By the end of the evening, our erstwhile chairmaviNe had to cajole those still yet enjoying the
socialising, in his best chairman manner, to lgheehall as our time was up.
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A review by Roy Andrews

T he first meeting of the New Year and we had anfaldurite of a speaker in the person of Dr. Cheryl
Butler to give our January talk. As we have heargrievious talks, Southampton was in decline by the
beginning of the 16th century when much of its ér&@nsferred to London and this Cheryl reiteratietthe
start of her talk. Many ship owners looked for othays to make money and pirating and smugglinggewer
obvious routes to take. The high seas were a lawlxce and pirates could take advantage of thenwh
seizing other people’s property and ships althoaghever the French were considered good pickings
particularly during the many wars we had with thérhis made the Isle of Wight a popular place for
pirates to operate from, particularly Osborne Bay.

The authorities on both sides of the English Chianneattempts to dissuade pirates, would exedubsd
caught and display the bodies as a deterrent; ihet856, a John Jones and three others were hong fr
gibbets at the shore line and left to rot.

Any goods seized became the property of the Maj&onthampton and, when sold, the money came to
Southampton, although the Lord High Admiral claimée proceeds belonged to him. Edward IV
eventually granted Southampton a Charter for theetr

In 1581, a Commission into Piracy was created amdecto investigate Southampton’s involvement. This
resulted in innocent merchants having their goodk ships seized. Even Queen Elizabeth’s cousinahad
ship seized and Lord Howard of Effingham startembart case against his ship being taken that Idsted
10 years. Many other court cases resulted.

Realising there as a lot of money being made oypiiaiting, Queen Elizabeth legalised the action by
granting licences to what became Privateers, tettng a cut of the profits. This allowed shipsdrging

to whatever country England happened to be at vithrat any one time to be looted. Mistakes were enad
as ships away from these shores for months on enld oot always be sure who the current friendoar f
was; many court cases resulted, oh to be a lawyan ehen, including two privateers who attacked the
same ship at the same time and argued over whddsihawe the wedge of the spoils. Spanish and
Portuguese ships were very popular as they saibeal the New World heavily laden with spoils.

All of Southampton’s merchants became Privateers ianthe City records is the Book of Instruments
giving details of all those who invested, by buysiwres, in the ships setting off in search of.[dbe best
known Privateers, Drake, Gilbert, Raleigh and Fsbér, all used Southampton and the earliest known
reference to potatoes, from the Americas, was athampton in 1594. The Earl of Cumberland as a
Privateer used Southampton as his main port, hdauned The Wool House as his warehouse.

By 1603 James |, having made peace with the Spamdhannoyed that even our older allies the Italian
were having their ships attacked, made a proclamabanning Privateering and naming several
Southampton merchants in particular.

Some Privateers became respected members of Higigstent holding high office and being knighted.
Some kept to their old way and moved to Tunis wkethey continued to operate as Barbary Pirates and
not averse to raiding Southampton for wretches ao their ships and known as ‘Turkey Slaves’. Itktoo
another hundred years before the pirates werecatadi mainly by the Royal Navy.
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By Pauline Berry

T his is a summary of a transcript of the conversatield between George Rowe and Mrs Laura Morant in
1993, who lived at No.6 Romill Close, West Endlatttime. They discussed her life in the Gater'd Mi
area during the period 1915-1928, when Romill Clased to be the southern end of Allington Lane,
adjoining Swaythling Road, before being cut offthg construction of the M27 motorway. Romill Close
was designated part of the Gater’s Mill Conservaticea in 1991.

Mrs Morant was born Laura Skilton in Newbury in 5%nhd came to live at No.4 Allington Lane (as iswa
then) in 1915, because her father, David Skilt@guaed work as a ‘rollerman’ at Gater’s Mill clobg.
He could not afford the £16 to transport their fture from Newbury, but Mr John Gater Snr. Genelpus
sent his Foden (open steam) lorry to transporfaiely’s possessions to their new home at No.4.

The Skilton family arrived at Swaythling Station 1915, and had to walk along the dusty narrow lanes
past the River Itchen whose banks were bolsterebdyustill visible sacks of concrete. Then up phst t
mill, up the steep hill to Allington Lane, whereaBk House and the Forge stood on each corner. Mr an
Mrs Skilton were initially shocked by the smallesiaf No.4, which had low ceilings causing tall tass to
stoop in the kitchen, two bedrooms and no eletyrmi running water. It had, however, a large gardéh

lots of apple trees and space for Mrs Skilton joyher gardening skills.

The ten cottages were then surrounded by fields wdtercress growing in the ditches, cowslips an th
banks and wild flowers and dragonflies down by Eeer Itchen.“It was beautiful, we were in seventh
heaven. The whole area was called Romill Park them,we didn’t know why’stated Mrs Morant. (Do
you?). The first two cottages were thatched with bak beams and leaded windows, probably 18th
century. Numbers 3 & 4 were not quite as old aseéh@nd numbers 5-10 were built later in the 19th
century possibly:They were warm in winter and cool in summeRIll had metal latticed windows and
decorated chimney pots.

Although there were seven children in the Skiltamily, only the youngest three ever lived in thagtage,
since the older siblings had either emigrated aeviighting in the Great War then. Apparently thesss a
water tap on the opposite side of the rbadthe sheep yard where we children ran free. Vitk lthve a
deep reserve well in our garden, but no-one likdoecause of the dead frogs and slugs we found in i
ran low in summer but would fill up again in Febryait was hard going”.One of Mr Gater’s ancestors
had dug a deep well into the hill afidvely” water was pumped up and into the tanks of Mill s&u
Black House and Black Farm cottages. So the Skionily used to fill their copper (wash boiler) on
Sunday nights ready for wash-day on Mondays, asusaal.

In 1922, all the occupants of the ten cottages warat Gater's Mill for Mr Gaterit was a friendly
community” recalled Mrs Morant. They were: No.1 - Billy M@riNo.2 - W.G. Debnam; No.3 - Dennis
Taylor; No.4 - David Skilton (Rollerman); No.5 - #drt Green (Foden lorry driver); No.6 - John
Swoffield, No.7 - George Williams (Clerk’s OfficelNo.8 - Mr Coster (Carpenter); No.9 - George Hyde
(Mill Foreman) and No.10 - John Pearce (EstateifBail

Her father, David Skilton, took up work as a ‘roffean’ at the Mill (a 5 sack mill compared to the stk
mill at Rank’s Flour mill at Southampton Docks). Weas in charge of the steel rollers through whiuh t
coarse flour was sifted repeatedly to remove th& dad branlf anything went wrong with the rollers,
they stopped and the stuff used to spew out oetéidbr ... it was more fun when it was going righti%
daughter remembered.

Laura Skilton, as she was, went to school in tmtreeof West End village, now the Community Centre,
Continued on page 12
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I
By Sue Ballard,PhD.

On the wall inside St James’s Church there is aeraghand memorial in a style typical of early Vidém
Romanticism. It has a lengthy inscription to themory of James Barlow Hoy, late of Thornhill Park,
which tells us two important facts: that he repnésd Southampton in Parliament and that he died tre
accidental discharge of his own gun while on a shgaexpedition in the Pyrenees.

# $ # % % &

What the inscription does not tell us is that Barlwas his surname, rather than a middle name. r Afte
inheriting a fortune, James adopted the surnameliyopyal licence on 26 January 1829 out of resfmect

his benefactor, his father’s cousin, Michael HoyBihopsgate, London, who had made a fortune from
trading with Russia. As Michael Hoy’s chief bew&dry, James inherited around £88,000 (calculated a
£6.9 million in today’'s money) and extensive estate Hampshire & the Isle of Wight, including
properties in Midanbury, Thornhill and Arreton. eli845 South Stoneham tithe map shows that the
executors of the late James Barlow Hoy owned aagettand garden, pasture land and several plots of
arable within West End parish.

James Barlow was born in Dublin around late 1798asly 1794. He was the eldest child of Anne &nJoh
Barlow, a Dublin printer. John Barlow was alcobdind his mother brought up James, his three sister
Maria Sophia, Isabella Catherine & Anne (“Nanny”)anrd younger brother, Robert Joseph Barlow.
Despite financial difficulties, Anne was able tosare her sons received a classical education abdrRo
attended Trinity College, Dublin and went into tbleurch. James, meanwhile, had been apprenticad to
apothecary and went on to train as a surgeon. @ated qualified, lacking the capital to set uprlivate
practice, James joined the Royal Artillery in 18&1 was posted to India as a 2nd Assistant Surgeon
the Ordnance Medical Department. He sent moneyehtmrhis family as often as he could. He was
promoted to 1st Assistant Surgeon in 1827 but 281& the age of around thirty-four, James retirech

the Army when he inherited Michael Hoy’s estatdas iedical career had lasted some fifteen years.

There are few official records for James Barlowe ofthe earliest being the last will and testanoént
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 7

Michael Hoy, proved on™July 1828. Much of the rest of James’s life mhstgleaned from newspaper
reports and his brother Robert’s autobiographicaleh With his new-found wealth he decided to ente
Parliament, setting himself up as an independemdlidate in the January 1830 by-election followihg t
death of a Southamptonl MP. His path was smodblyettie prestige surrounding his late kinsman Mithae
Hoy, who had been a burgess of Southampton sin2d4 a8d it secured James the votes of wealthy
tradesmen in the town. In his first campaign she&om his home in Midanbury, he declared himself

be “perfectly independent in principles and in podi”. In his victory speech he expressed hisiiyidé¢ to

his benefactor Michael Hoy and his “family prideba&ing elevated to my present status by the mekeant
and trading interests”. James was clearly makipgiat in a period when trade was despised by ¢k
elite. Less than six months later, the death afgkGGeorge IV on 26 June 1830 necessitated a general
election and James was forced to campaign agaetdm his seat, entailing more expense.

In 1830, among other issues, he presented petitaganst slavery, lobbied for an upgrade in

Southampton’s port status, presented an Isle ofhWpgtition against the proposed duty on steamboat
passengers and attended a meeting in supportlahaga London & Southampton Railway. The London

& Southampton Railway opened in stages between ¥®B 1840 and became the London & South

Western Railway in June 1839 when it was extendexkeive Portsmouth. James’s support of the railway
Is significant if one remembers that the very fpsissenger railway (the Manchester and Liverpoat) h

( L (# &% &) + ,-.)0)

only opened in 1830. James was helping to henalldd new Victorian age before it had begun.

James lost the general election in 1831 but dhS&ptember of that year he married a seventeenojear
heiress twenty years his junior, Marian D’Oyley Biwith James’s younger brother Reverend Robert
Joseph Barlow as the officiating minister. Maneas the only daughter of Shearman Bird & LouisaeSot
Blenkinsop of Harold’'s Park, Essex and niece toyLakkwbolt, the wife of Sir John Henry Newbolt,
Recorder of Winchester and MP for Bramber (Sussd&nes was moving up in the social order. Having
been made an Honorary Burgess of Southampton i@, 1#&3was made Deputy Lieutenant of Hampshire in
1831, but the following year declined the invitatim become Sheriff of Hampshire.

Although James won his seat by a narrow margin882las a Conservative candidate, he lost it after
accusations of voter impersonation, for which hieretl no defence other than to say he had no parson
knowledge of it or involvement in it. Perhaps Ratpporters had arranged it without his knowledge,

as a defence it was ineffective and he was foroestand down. He won by a majority in 1835 after a
vastly expensive campaign in which he put himsativrd as an upholder of ancient English rightsie O
of the major issues on which his campaign was bagasl the abolition of the secret ballot and he
personally paid for lawyers to attend the pollsider to uphold the rights of those entitled toevot

James did not stand for election in 1841 or 18é®wever, he was not altogether inactive politicallp
1839, when the debate over the Corn Laws was dteight, he published “Manufacturers and Corn-

growers; a Letter to the Public”, which ran to theglitions. The issue was the Importation Act 1815
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

which imposed restrictions and import duties on onbgd grain in order to favour British producers by
making imported grain too expensive. The resuls teaforce up the price of bread, which was thplsta
food of the working classes. Politically, this bete a dispute between the landed gentry and tleurb
industrialists: the landowners had a vested interemaking profit from the grain, while the induatists
resented having to pay a living wage to labourdns would not afford bread. Despite being a landmwn
himself, in March 1831 James had expressed conlatithe Whig reform scheme would make future
reform of the Corn Laws impossible through perpigtgathe influence of landowners. His 1839
publication supported the corn tax.

In total, James Barlow Hoy served as a Memberaofidnent for three terms: 1830-31, 1832-33
and 1835-1837. He declined to stand for electin@837 on the grounds of his wife’s ill health andk
her to live at Naples, Italy. After 7 years of mage, James & Marian’s only child, Louisa Barlowl
was born in Naples in 1838. It would seem thatfdmily had a particular affinity with Naples aseth
couple adopted an ltalian girl, Eleanor Maria P@maglicised to Ellen Mary) and Louisa later marreed
Tuscan aristocrat, the Marquis Guadagno Guadaggiet However, it would appear from the stateisf h
finances when his will was proved, that James &l financial reasons for living on the Continent.
Politics was a costly business; his first electampaign had cost around £9,000 (around £0.75omiih
today’s terms) and James had fought and paid yerdampaigns in five years at increasing cost 1885
campaign being particularly expensive. He seerss @ have been a generous patron; he made annual
allowances to his mother and all his siblings andl831 made a gift of books to the Southampton
Mechanics Institution. At this time, most clergymeere appointed to livings by private benefactord
not having the right of patronage in any churchohihie could bestow on his brother, James was eegbect
to buy a living for Robert. Robert chose to mowveay from Dublin, where he might have expected
support from friends and college connections, amded to Yorkshire where he was unknown. James
bought the living for him. In 1835 he donated lwed for the new district church of St James, Wmsd.
The original church (replaced in 1889) was builthe Victorian Gothic style with seats for 640,vdfich
390 were to be free. James’s wife Marian laidfitst stone on 18 April 1836. The inscription redthe
first stone of this church, built by subscripti@mm ground presented by J. Barlow Hoy esq., M.P. laids
on the 18 of April 1836. W.D. Harrison, Vicar, R. Scott add Gale, Churchwardens, J.W. Wild,
Architect.”

James Barlow Hoy’s obituary in The Gentleman’s Maga consisted largely of a list of his votes, with
just a short paragraph detailing his fatal accidieat the Hampshire Advertiser offers more detslle are
told that James was a keen ornithologist and walseirPyrenees with his friend Captain Richard Mighed
of the Royal Navy and four French gentlemen shgabinds for taxidermy specimens when he slippea in
ravine and his gun discharged, lacerating the miglood vessels in his left arm. Captain Mered#h,
veteran of Trafalgar and experienced in dressitebaounds, applied a tourniquet and James wagedar
down the cliff to the road. He felt strong enougtride the three miles to the Hospice de Viellasthe
doctor did not arrive to dress the wound properiiltthe next morning. James died on Sunday 13
August 1843 within 5 hours of the dressing of hauwd. He was around forty-nine years of age.

After his death the contents of his houses, leddshstocks and shares were valued at probate3@®@&Q
gross (the equivalent of around £1.6 million inagd money), much of his estates were mortgagedeo
value of £58,500 (around £5.2 million today) and b@ be sold to pay his debts and were entereldean t
death duty register as “insolvent”. His will hatbpided for his wife to choose either Thornhill Rar
The Medina Hermitage on the Isle of Wight, theimsoer residence, commanding views from Newport to
Niton. His mother was to live rent-free at FirgeoMouse (part of the Telegraph Lands, South Staneha
more recently the Grosvenor Gardens developmeitt),am annuity of £130 per year and his brother and
three unmarried sisters were each to have an ammmality of £100 (equivalent to £8,854 today). His

adopted daughter was to receive the income fro@085¢apital upon reaching twenty-one or receive the
Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

whole sum upon mar- rying. The remain-
1& '$ (# $ 23 I
der of his estate went to his daughter Louisa. [idteof estates included that at Midanbury andesalv

properties on the Isle of Wight including CIiff Heel at Blackgang, a house and lands at Milbrook
(Carisbrooke) and three farms.

It is unclear whether any or all of his bequestsenaarried out, although it seems that Louisa diehtu-

ally inherit The Hermitage. Some properties protiadd to sell — Thornhill Park was put up for aowti
more than once — and in March 1845 Captain MereadithMarian Hoy took out a Chancery Court case in
an attempt to balance the claims of the variousetaaries and safeguard Louisa’s portion. James'’s
brother Reverend Robert Joseph Barlow, one of Xeewtors and trustees of his estate, lifelong reathi
bitter that the annuities for himself and his sistiead stopped and they did not receive the begjdiest
which they had hoped. Robert’s bitterness may hmen exasperated by the fact that he was having a
substantial new parsonage being built in the gty befits a gentleman and was alarmed that henotas
coming into the money he had expected. His augphphical novel, “Remarkable But Still True” pub-
lished as late as 1872 under the pseudonym W.IlIEnzalaces the blame on
Marian and even alleges that she conspired witthd&d Meredith, who mur-
dered him by pushing him into the ravine. Howewarian had brought her
own substantial income to the marriage and witlkedahrustees (Robert himsglf
among them) it seems unlikely that she could hashamdled James’s fortune.
Other sources suggest that a rift had already dpedl| between the brothers,
possibly due to jealousy and the fiercely ProtdsRabert’s disapproval of
James’s choice of friends —Robert Burleigh Sewelbbged to High Church and
John Richard Digby Beste was Roman Catholic.

At the age of twenty-nine, Marian was left a widanth two daughters to care
for, a host of legal and financial problems andfgchostility from her hus
band’s disappointed and embittered siblings. ftassurprising that she sought
security in marrying her husband’s trusted friemd &ouise’s godfather, Rich-
ard Meredith at Leamington Priors, WarwickshirelB44, even though he was
around twenty-five years older than Marian. FollogvRichard’s death just three # %
years later, Marian married another of James’sfridehds, the poet and novelist $ &
John Richard Digby Beste (1806-1885) of Botleiglaigie, Hampshire at Mary- #
lebone in 1850. Marian died on ®March 1885 in Firenze, Tuscany, a few

months before her third husband. &% %$oH

)/45
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and passed the Labour Exam in 1918 at the ageedfawthen left school. The following year the Giowve
ment changed the law and the school leaving agerarssd to fourteen years. Thereafter she went into
“service” with the Gater family from the age ofrtieen for many years.

To be continued in the next edition of Westender....
I "# !
By Paula Downer

| n the OId Burial Ground of St.James Church in Wedd lies the grave of Sir Richard Cayley, formerly
Chief Justice of Ceylon and his wife Sophia Marg&@ayley. Who was Sir Richard Cayley and how did an
eminent man from Lincolnshire end up being buriedMest End ?

Richard Cayley, born 22 April 1833, was the third son of Edward Cayley dm@nces Twopenny of
Stamford in Lincolnshire. His father Edward wastidesof the Peace of Stamford. Richard was educated
locally then went on to St.John’s College in Camde where he became a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in 1855
then a Master of Arts (MA) in 1858.

In 1859 Richard Cayley was admitted to Lincoln’a tif Court in London, from here he was ‘Calledhe t
Bar’ as a Barrister-in-Law.

By 1863, Richard Cayley was in Colombo, Ceylon (Sanka since 1972), he was now Advocate of the
Supreme Court. He met Sophia Margaret Wilson whse tha daughter of the Honourable David Wilson.
Sophia was born in Ceylon in 1844. David Wilsondh&lpost in the Government of Ceylon as a Member
of the Legislative Council (M.L.C.). In 1866 Ricldlaand Sophia were married. They had five daughters
and one son, born either in England or Ceylon :-

Gertrude Stephanie, born 1867 in Cobham, Surregiagd

Frances Sophia Henrietta, born ¢.1868 in Colomiay/dh

Hugh Charles born 1869 in Colombo, Ceylon

Adeline Matilda, born 1872 in Richmond, Surrey, Emgl

Dorothy Mary, born 1875 in Colombo, Ceylon

Gladys Eva, born 1877 in Nuwara Eliya, Ceylon

Richard Cayley climbed up the ranks of the JudyciarCeylon, becoming Deputy Queen’s Advocate in
1867, Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court in 1873Ql#ten’s Advocate in 1876 to then become Ceylon’s

most important Judge as thé™@hief Justice in 1879, thereby officially addresss ‘My Lord'.
Continued on page 13
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Extracted from a large book of contemporary biograp hies
'‘Hampshire at the opening of the Twentieth Century'
by W.H. Jacob / W.T. Pike
Courtesy of Hampshire Record Office Ref. 62M91/1

Ferguson’s Ceylon Directory 1883-84 lists Richaal/ley as the proprietor of ‘Underbank’ Cottagehe t
picturesque hills in the district of Nuwara Eliyta, the east of Colombo. Here he owned 28 acreamaf, |
15 of which was used to cultivate Cinchona. At timse, Cinchona and Tea were fairly new products fo
Ceylon due to the failure of Coffee production@cent years. Quinine, a drug used to combat malaaa
extracted from the bark of the Cinchona.

Richard Cayley was President of the Friend-in-N8ediety in Colombo, a Society established in 1838
which still exists today (motttrhey shalt not suffe). The Society offered help to those in need swch a
shelter, education or assistance to pay marriageies.

The Friend-in-Need Society Working Society madehstay, such as men’s shirts (with or without cqllar
white coats, night shirts, pajamas (sic), ladiessdes, petticoats, bodices, chemises, nightgomech®aby
linen. Information regarding the Working Party shall bevgm by the ladies who have sent in their names
as interested in the society and are ready to readsistancésic) - Mrs Cayley was one of these ladies.

Unfortunately, Richard Cayley had to retire frors Huties in Ceylon due to ill health. To quote fréir-
guson’s Ceylon Directory 1883-84 :-

March 1882 - Chief Justice Cayley retires from @aybn long leave, in ill health.

June 1882 - Honourable Richard Cayley knightedneyQueen while at home on sick leave.

(i.e. Queen Victoria)

Extract from the ‘London Gazette’

Sir Richard Cayley, Chief Justice, officially retit 16" January 1883 on a pension of 7031.25 rupees. For
11 years Sir Richard Cayley, lived with his famalyRyhall Hall in Rutland. Throughout his retirerhée
took on a number of roles as Justice of the Pe@bénvithe diocese of Northamptonshire, Rutland kind

erty (Soke) of Peterborough.

Continued on page 14
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Sir Richard Cayley was also a founder member ofQlte Stamfordian Club which formed in 1889. The
club still exists today, its aim to provide frietgs and support for ex-pupils (Old Boys Club).

According to the 1901 Census for England, Sir Ridi@ayley, his wife Sophia and two of their daughte
Dorothy and Gladys were living at 62, Clarendon cRmaKensington, London. Sir Richard is describsed a
‘Retired Colonial Chief Justice’. Their servantsluded a Domestic Parlour maid and a Housemaid(bot
female, Norfolk born).

Sir Richard Cayley and his wife Sophia came to Westl in 1904, they lived at Westend Lodge in
Swaythling Road. Sir Richard Cayley diel! Bpril 1908, he is buried in the Old Burial Grourmd
St.James Church, West End. His wife Sophia Cayleyand away from West End, ending her days in Ep-
som, Surrey in June 1921.

Extract from a 1897 map showing Westend Lodge in Sw  aythling Road

A collateral descendant of Sir Richard Cayley’s ifgnMichael Cayley, maintains a very informativelo+
site devoted to the Cayley family :-
http://cayleyfamilyhistory.moonfruit.com/a-bankdesnily/4561677416

$ %

March 1
ANGLO SAXON ART
Kay Ainsworth

April 5
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Plus
SOUTHAMPTON’S LAMMAS LANDS
Geoff Watts

May 3
THE MILLIONTH YANK
Jake Simpkin

June 7
FROM SILK TO SOAP - the trade & infrastructure of m edieval Southampton
Dr. Andy Russel



